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This is like something out of the Bible

!!!!!!!!

“ I am the gate.
Whoever enters through me will be saved,
and will come in and go out and find pasture.
A thief comes only to steal and slaughter and destroy;
I came so that they might have life and have it more
abundantly.”

—Jn. 10: 9-10; Gospel, 4th Sunday of Easter
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This is biblical. A phrase to capture times
mirroring the flood, a plague of locusts, the
parting of the Red Sea and decimation of an
army. To say “these times are biblical” is to
say they are evocative of the power of God.
And this is a plague time. While there is no

cloud of locusts hovering over Midtown (don’t
count out a possible tornado though), we find
ourselves swept into a plague of biblical pro-
portions.
Biblical proportions.
We are speakers of the good news of the

Bible: Not the “wrath of God is upon you sin-
ners” but the “redemption of God is upon you
brothers and sisters.” The destruction of the
tower at Babel may be biblical but we know
what else is . . . the Resurrection of Christ.
Yes, we are living in Biblical times. We

have been since the celebration at Christmas
of the incarnation of God. We have been since
the recognition of the rising of Christ at East-
er. We will be when we welcome again the
gift of the Holy Spirit on Pentecost.
The power of God is not only the wrath of

God. The living God—we are called to recog-
nize in neighbor, in stranger, and in ourselves
—that too is the power of God. Yes, we stum-
bled into the shadow of death, but we need
fear no evil because there is a divinity of Bib-
lical proportions that parts our way when we
are in a sea of trouble.

—Kathy Judge

Style guide sidenote:
Bible is always capitalized in reference to sacred Christian
writings comprising the Old Testament and New Testament.
However, when using to describe a publication that is preeminent in
authority or readership, do not capitalize bible . . . Do NOT
capitalize the words biblical and biblically.
https://www.regent.edu/admin/mktsrv/editorial_style/b-c.cfm
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St. Charles Borromeo giving Communion to plague victims

COCOCO

No te pierdas los artículos sobre Dave y Marlene Rosbach
y el de Brenda Gallardo
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When you lose someone ever so dear to you, you lose
part of yourself at that time too! To recover that part of
yourself will take a long time. Many steps are taken,
many tears are shed. Many lonesome hours, days, weeks
and months follow.
But as you march along, there is one thing you should

always keep in mind: give time time—for time is the
only ally you will have. It’s the only “thing” you can
lean on. It’s the only real support you will truly be able
to call your own, for it is your most faithful and dearest
companion.
You can go on and be strong and brave but you do not

have to. It’s okay to cry. It’s okay to miss your
sweetheart, your lover, your child, your best friend, your
buddy, or your knight in shining armor!
If you give time time, a day will come when you will

be able to talk. . . and you will suddenly realize that you
are no longer crying as you tell your friend, neighbor or
anyone else how your loved one died—why he or she
had to die, or how much better off he or she is in heaven.
I could go on and on. My darling husband, Tom Stone,

my forever knight in shining armor for forty-six years
died in January 2011. I still cry. I still miss him every
day . . . all day long!
I can talk about him now. I hear “our” music. I see

couples walking hand in hand—and inside I fall into a
million pieces. However, I will go on, one foot in front
of the other, until I cannot do it anymore. I will try to be
kind and good to all people I meet and will appreciate
every new day to come, for God is with me always!

—Doris Stone
Ed note: Many St. Charles folks have lost spouses, children, or
close friends and relatives. Parishioner Doris Stone offers her
thoughts on being widowed for the encouragement and comfort of
others.

• Are you busy with work and social activities and
still feel like something is missing?

• Do you need a life changer in your life?

• Do you want purpose and excitement back in your
life?

This program can be the answer for many of the
parishioners at St. Charles. It originated in Canada, and
it has been active in the archdiocese for several years
and at St. Charles for the last 18 months. We will be
starting new groups in September. Please consider
joining us and other parishioners in this incredible
journey of faith. We wanted to again share the
experience of other parishioners who have joined the
CCO journey:

My name is Hoa. It's my privilege and joy to share my
testimony with you. Before I joined the Catholic
Christian Outreach (CCO) group, my life was always
busy with work, social activities and even as a faithful
Sunday Mass attendee but somehow I still felt my
emptiness and lost at times . . . then I got an invitaion to
join the CCO group. It has been a life changer for me. I
am grateful and thankful that God blessed me with a
group of brothers and sisters who are willing to walk
with me in my journey of faith. Their encouragement to
carry out my mission as a member of the Catholic
Christian Outreach. Thank you so much for your time
and please pray for our mission here at St. Charles.

Catholic Christian Outreach (CCO)

!!!!!!!

MyGrief After Nine Years

!!!!!!!
6 I hate telling people I’m a taxidermist.
When they ask, “So, what do you do for a living?”
I just say, “Oh, you know… stuff.”

6 The oldest computer can be traced to
Adam and Eve.
Yes, it was an Apple.
But with an extremely limited memory.
Just one byte.
Then everything crashed.



3

Small Things

!!!!!!!

!!!!!!!

Back in the Bible days, a little boy’s mother packed a
simple lunch of five loaves of barley bread and two fish,
probably sardines or salted and dried tilapia, also known
as St. Peter’s fish. Little did she or her son know that his
“brown bag lunch” would become a miracle by the Sea
of Galilee (John 6: 1-15).
The Bible does not tell us if the boy was old enough to

venture out to the hillsides by the Sea of Galilee on his
own, if he knew or heard of Jesus from somewhere else,
or if the boy was with his family. Nonetheless, he was
one of many thousands who came to hear Jesus preach,
teach and heal the sick.
“And taking the five loaves and two fish, he looked up

to heaven, blessed and broke them . . . .” (Luke 9:16).
This is the only miracle story recounted in all four
Gospels (Matthew 14:13-21, Mark 6:30-44, Luke
9:12-17). It is a slow-moving and subtle miracle, one
that the unbelieving disciples, at first, probably didn’t
realize was happening. By the end of the meal, five
thousand people were fed and twelve baskets were filled
with leftovers. The important lesson is that small and
simple evangelizing can have far reaching effects. A few
anecdotes from our own time illustrate this point.
A young woman joining a church gave her testimony.

She said, “My grandmother died. I was confused and
upset and angry and eventually became an atheist. When
I had my first child, I didn’t see the baby right away. My
surgeon was leaning over me. The first thing I saw,
instead of the baby, was a cross dangling from around
his neck. It was shiny. He had no knowledge of her
spiritual state but did say, “I don’t know how anyone
who sees the birth of a child cannot believe in God.”
Thus began her journey back to God and membership in
a church for the first time in her adult life.
A neighbor knew her friend living a few houses away

liked Bible studies. She placed a pamphlet for a new
Retreat in Daily Life class in the mailbox. Her friend
was a member of another denomination and would never
have come across the Catholic-oriented but ecumenical
year-long intensive prayer and spiritual development
journey otherwise.
Retreat in Daily Life was the beginning of a four-year,

transformative journey for her friend, culminating in her
becoming a Spiritual Director. On her recommendation,
other members of her denomination also completed
Retreat in Daily Life, the additional years of training and
are also spiritual directors.
A disabled woman on limited income, living in her

childhood home, could no longer keep up with her yard.
She told her friend, “I am praying to Jesus about my
yard.” The skeptical friend replied, half joking, “Jesus
doesn’t do yard work!” A few days later, a call to
another friend brought two men from a church who have
been mowing the woman’s yard for the past three years.
Without this help, she could never remain living in her
home. She and her friend still joke that, yes indeed,
Jesus does do yard work.
A shiny gold cross, a pamphlet in a mailbox, a phone

call and plea for lawn care “. . . with God, all things are
possible.” Matthew 19:26
“When Jesus realized that they were about to come

and take him by force to make him king, he withdrew
again to the mountain by himself.” John 6: 15

—Monica Knudsen

6 Which Pope smells the nicest?
Pope Pourri.

6 I went for an interview at a blacksmith’s yesterday.
The blacksmith asked me, “Are you any good at
shoeing horses?”
I said, “No, but I once told a Donkey to get lost.”



En busca de un clima más cálido, Dave y Marlene
Rosbach emigraron a Oklahoma y a St. Charles desde
Wisconsin en 1985. La compañía Hertz contrató a Dave
y la pareja queda llevaba casada desde 1972, se mudó a
Oklahoma City. Lo que pensaron que sería una
residencia de tres o cuatro años se ha convertido en un
compromiso de por vida. "Hemos establecido raíces aquí
y hemos vivido en Oklahoma más tiempo del que
vivimos en Wisconsin".
Ambos dicen: "St. Charles es nuestra familia. Es

nuestro hogar." Su participación desinteresada en
numerosos ministerios durante muchos años es un
testimonio de su profundo compromiso con la parroquia.
Sirven en ministerios juntos e individualmente. Ambos
son sacristanes y ministros de comunión.
Marlene sirve como voluntaria de San Vicente de Paul

y Dave pertenece a los Caballeros de Colón. Dave
reparte comidas móviles y cuenta dinero los lunes por la
mañana. Marlene contaba dinero en el pasado. Han sido
una familia anfitriona de los facilitadores de Totus Tuus
y comentan con entusiasmo sobre los encantadores
estudiantes universitarios que han acogido en su hogar.
Marlene fue miembra de la Junta del Ministerio Social

durante mucho tiempo y ambos sirvieron en el Comité
de Actividades Parroquiales. Marlene también ayuda a
Carmen Santos quien es la directora de educación
religiosa, con asuntos asociados al Ambiente Seguro.
Hace años, Marlene cantó en el coro y Dave tocó en el
grupo de música.
Tanto Dave como Marlene le dan crédito a sus padres

por haber brindado un excelente ejemplo de estar
involucrados con la iglesia y de retribuir. Marlene se crió
en la iglesia luterana y se convirtió al catolicismo cuando
su hija mayor era pequeña. Dave es de cuna católica.
"Fue algo que siempre hiciste: tu parte para mejorar
todo".
Dave y Marlene esperan con ansias un próximo viaje a

Guatemala con Unbound, la organización caritativa de
Kansas City que une a los patrocinadores
estadounidenses con niños de familias pobres que
necesitan ayuda con muchas de las necesidades de las
familias Guatemaltecas. Esperan reunirse por primera
vez con sus estudiantes. Dave con un niño de 13 años y
Marlene con una niña de 16 años que "escribe las cartas
más encantadoras"
Como jubilados los Rosbach disfrutan de

pasatiempos, viajes y aportan más tiempo al servicio de
la parroquia. Marlene se retiró hace cuatro años del

Centro Pastoral donde estuvo veintitrés años en la
Oficina de Negocios y todavía trabaja diez horas a la
semana en el Centro Pastoral dando mantenimiento a
base de datos. Dave es un maestro sustituto en las
escuelas de Putnam City y prefiere trabajar con
estudiantes con necesidades especiales que atienden la
escuela intermedia.
Dave trabajó para Hertz, luego en la base de la Fuerza

Aérea Tinker en la administración de base de datos.
Marlene ha tomado el golf "no en serio". “Juego un
curso corto con un par de chicas. Ni siquiera llevamos la
cuenta. Nos divertimos." Dave ha estado tocando el
Eufonio desde la secundaria bombardino desde la
secundaria y coordinò Tuba Navidad durante quince
años.
Sus dos hijas son dotadas para la música y señalan con

orgullo que ambas también recibieron becas académicas
para la asistir a la Universidad. Los Rosbach tienen tres
nietos y sus hijas viven en Colorado y en Indiana.
Debido a que sus familias están tan dispersas
geográficamente, tienen al querido San Carlos y a sus
compañeros feligreses como su familia y su hogar.
Dave y Marlene recibieron el premio Humilitas el año

pasado (2019) por su voluntariado de por vida en la
parroquia. Felicitaciones a los dos. Todos nosotros
apreciamos mucho su servicio al Señor, su ayuda a las
personas necesitadas y a los muchos otros ministerios de
San Carlos.

Perfil de los feligreses -Dave yMarlene Rosbach
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6 I just got a new job at the guillotine factory.
I’ll beheading there shortly.

6 A shop assistant tried stopping an armed robber
by attacking him with a labeling gun.
Police are now looking for a man with a price
on his head.

6 I had an idea for a movie plot where a retired CIA
agent searches for his kidnapped daughter in Paris,
but it turns out that idea was taken.
I had another idea for one where the same agent
is kidnapped with his wife in Istanbul, but it
turns out that one was taken too.

!!!!!!!
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Soy de la ciudad de México y crecí en una familia
católica. La mayoría de mi educación escolar la
hice en escuelas católicas.
Mi pasión es la psicología
y desafortunadamente no pude concluir mis
estudios, ya que decidí formar mi propia familia y
emigrar hacia los Estados Unidos. Atrás dejé a mis
familiares y a mis padres, lo cual no fue fácil pero
con la fuerza de Dios, he podido salir adelante.
Tengo tres hijos. la mayor de 19 años, el segundo
de 17 y el pequeño de 12 años. Ellos son mi
motivación y mi inspiration.
Gracias a esos valores que se me inculcaron
desde pequeña y a el amor de Dios, sobre todas las

cosas, he seguido en la fé. No fue hasta que yo
comencé a asistir a la iglesia de San Carlos
Borromeo cuando ahí descubrí la pasión y el
significado de ser voluntaria y poder ayudar con
amor y así mismo servir a Dios.
Llevo aproximadamente siendo miembro de San
Carlos desde el 2007. Y a partir del 2008, cuando
mi hija estaba preparándose para recibir la
primera communion, empecé a involucrarme y
desde entonces sigo activa sirviendo con amor. Soy
coordinadora de ujieres y también ayudo en la
preparación de primera comunión. Considero a San
Carlos Borromeo como mi segundo hogar.

Perfil del feligrés: Brenda Gallardo

Brenda Gallardo also received the Humilitas
award in October 2019. Her biography
appeared in the April 2020 issue of Humilitas
in English and Spanish.

La ascensión del señor

6 I was waiting at the airport baggage
carousel, and noticed that everyone else
had a better bag than me.
It was… the worst case scenario.

6 What does a pear tree do before growing
it’s fruit?
It pre-pears.

Notable, Quotable, Quotes!

“If you want to travel fast, go alone. If you
want to travel far, go together.”
—Chinese proverb

“Perfection is not attainable, but if we chase
perfection we can catch excellence.”
—Vince Lombardi

“There are two ways of spreading light: be the
candle or the mirror that reflects it.”

—Edith Wharton
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Larry Brunsman’s 1963 First Communion

!!!!!!!

Ed. note: Meanwhile, behind the scenes, parishioner and
mother Martha Brunsman wrote a three-page, single
spaced letter to her sister Lilly in 1963. She described,
among other daily things, difficulties and funny moments
trying to get herself and her family of five stair step
youngsters ready for second oldest child Larry’s First
Communion. Here are excerpts from her letter. Thank you
to Greg Brunsman for sharing this and the letter from the
school from his family’s archives (next page).

Wednesday Morning

Oct. 30, 1963
Dear Lilly,
There has been so much going on that the days race

by, the house gets dirtier and dirtier and I still haven’t
written about Larry’s First Holy Communion. Think I’ll
start with the Saturday before his 1st Communion. I had
decided to start right in the first thing in the morning
getting ready, so about 10 I was polishing shoes—6
pairs. Got that done. Then we had to try on trousers to
see what fit Mike. There was a nice pair Mamie had
given Larry—zipper broken, so I fixed that. Time for
lunch then in the afternoon I ironed. . . In all, I ironed 8
white shirts trying to hit the right size, etc. for the
boys. . . .
Larry is a riot. He made his First Confession Friday

and insisted upon going again Saturday night. He said,
“Sister said you should go as often as possible” – and
when Sister says anything, that’s it. I wound up staying
up until 2 in the morning – just as I had predicted and
just as I had planned not to do. At 1 I was shortening that
black crepe dress you sent with the white collar. I wore a
hat from Smith’s Lost and Found Dept.—trimmed with
brown—not stylish and big as they now wear, but nice
looking on me. I wore my furs and pearl ear rings AND
black high heels, so looked as good as I have ever
looked recently. Surely was glad to have that dress as the

thin dresses don’t fit, but this was slenderizing and I
looked smart, if not thin.
The boys all had dark trousers. I put black shoe polish

on Kenny’s patched up knees as the thread wasn’t real
black anymore from washing the trousers. . . All in all,
we looked very prosperous. We were a bit late—we
were to have been there at 7:40 but got there closer to
7:50, in time, tho, for Larry. The children and I got the
last seats and not together. Joe stood. It was a very
simple ceremony—67 children received their First
Communion. We took pictures at home after Mass and
Elaine saw us. So we went over to explain what was
taking place and so she could see the children clean and
dressed up for once. She was impressed with us and said
what a nice looking family—and we did look good but
what an effort! It was so hot in church in that crepe dress
and furs, I almost died—no air conditioning.
We finally went to eat chicken about 4—very nice.

After the chicken dinner, we drove around the lake. Then
a ride out in the country to try out the new car. . . . After
the ride, we went to the Cronins, then home, popcorn,
and to bed. Big day. But most days are like that. Larry
was pleased with his busy day—wants to go to
Communion every day. . . .

All the children send love and kisses, Martha

Ironically, when this was prepared, the reporters of
Humilitas had no idea that Mass and all other joyous
church activities would be cancelled. Please pray for the
142 children this year who are awaiting their big day to
receive First Communion.

1:22
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October 20, 1963
Dear Parents,
The children will have a First Communion
practice, a confession practice and Catechism lesson
on Thursday, October 24. It is very important for
each child to be at St. Charles from 9 to 3:00 on this
day.
The class will make their First Confession on
Friday, October 25. Because of the Oklahoma
Teachers Meetings regular school will not be held
on these two days, but the First Communicants will
have all day sessions.
Every child must bring his or her baptismal
certificate before Friday, October 25. The child can
not receive the sacraments without it.
On Sunday, October 27, please have your child in
the second grade classroom by 7:40. The First
Communion Mass will begin at 8:00. It is necessary
for them to be early as the procession to the church
will begin promptly.
The Eucharistic Feast: Fast three hours before
Holy Communion from solid food.
One hour before Holy Communion from liquids.
Plain water does not break the fast and may be
taken at any time.
You are kindly requested not to bring a camera of
any type in church. Taking pictures at this sacred
time distracts from the solemnity of the occasion.
After Mass a group Communion picture will be
taken. If you wish to return to church after this time
to take your own picture, please feel free to do so.
It would be well the day before Holy Communion
if the children were to make a special preparation
for the Big Day by not watching television or
attending movies. Early retiring and freedom from
outside distractions will keep them refreshed and
ready for their awaited day.
Your cooperation is greatly appreciated.
Gratefully yours,
Sister Mary Mercita

Preparation for First Communion in 1963
J.M.J.

(Jesus, Mary, and Joseph)

Humility
Humilitas, Latin for the word humility, is our parish
motto. Here is what the book of the Old Testament
prophet Sirach, chapter 3:17-20, has to say about it:

Humility
My child, perform your tasks with humility;

Then you will be loved by those whom God accepts.
The greater you are, the more you must humble yourself

so you will find favor in the sight of the Lord.
For great is the might of the Lord
but by the humble He is glorified.

6 My wife tells me I have 2 major faults.
I don’t listen  and something else.

6 A priest, a minister, and a rabbit walk into
a blood bank.
The rabbit says, “I think I might be a type O.”

""""""""""""



St. Charles Borromeo—May 2020
Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday
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S
1
5
12
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St. Joseph the
Worker
(optional
memorial)

St. Athanasius
Memorial

4th Sunday of
Easter

Cinco de
Mayo

5th Sunday of
Easter

Mother's Day

Ss. Nereus and
Achilleus
(optional
memorial)

Our Lady of
Fatima
(optional
memorial)

St. Matthias
Feast

St. Isidore

(USA: optional
memorial)

6th Sunday of
Easter

St. John I
(optional
memorial)

St. Bernardine
of Siena
(optional
memorial)

St. Christopher
Magallenes and
Companions
(optional
memorial)

St. Rita of
Cascia
(optional
memorial)

Ascension of
the Lord

St. Bede the
Venerable
(optional
memorial)

St. Philip Neri
Memorial

St. Augustine
of Canterbury

(optional
memorial)

St. Pope Paul VI
(optional
memorial)

Pentecost

“Athirst is my
soul for the
living God.”

“O God, let all
the nations
praise you.”

“Forever I will
sing the

goodness of
the Lord”

“You are my
Son; this day I
have begotten

you.”

“All the ends of
the earth have
seen the saving
power of God.”

“Not to us, O
Lord, but to

your name give
the glory.”

“Let all the
earth cry out to
God with joy.”

“Your right
hand saves me,

O Lord.”

“God is king of
all the earth.”

“Keep me
safe, O God;
you are my
hope.”

“The just will
gaze on your
face. O Lord.”
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May Saints and Days

01 [St. Joseph the Worker]
02 St. Athanasius;Memorial
03 Fourth Sunday of Easter
10 Fifth Sunday of Easter; Mother's Day
12 [Ss. Nereus and Achilleus; St. Pancras]
13 [Our Lady of Fatima]
14 St. Matthias; Feast
15 [USA: St. Isidore]
17 Sixth Sunday of Easter
18 [St. John I]
20 [St. Bernardine of Siena]
21 [St. Christopher Magallanes]]
22 [St. Rita of Cascia]
24 The Ascension of the Lord; Solemnity
25 [St. Bede the Venerable; St. Gregory VII;

St. Mary Magdalene de' Pazzi]
26 St. Philip Neri;Memorial
27 [St. Augustine of Canterbury]
29 [St. Paul VI]
31 Pentecost Sunday

#$#$#$#$#$#$#$#$#

COCOCOCO

!!!!!!

Psalm 55: A Lament over Coronavirus

Listen, God, to my prayer;

Do not hide from my pleading
For all those who are ill with the coronavirus
and other conditions that compromise their well being,
as well as the health providers working closely with them.

From my pleading; hear me and give answer.

I rock with grief.
For those around the world who have died from Covid 19,
may they be remembered not as statistics
but souls, for whom we pray.

I groan . . fear and trembling overwhelm me
For those suffering loneliness,
those stricken with fear and anxiety and
for whom social distancing jeopardizes their
mental health, sobriety or family relationships.

I say “If only I had wings like a dove That I might fly away and
find rest . . .”
For truck drivers, cashiers, custodians
seen rightfully with respect,
perhaps for the first time, for their labors.

“Far away I would flee/I would stay in the desert.
I would soon find a shelter/ from the raging wind and
storm.”
For people living in daily crises now seen under the light of
this world crisis: those in overcrowded prisons, poverty-
stricken neighborhoods, or without consistent shelter and
those dedicated to serving them.

But I will call upon God, . . .
And my prayer will be heard
For policy makers, scientists, religious leaders and parents
managing and working for the common good globally and
locally.

Listen, God, to my prayer . . .
I put my trust in you.

—mkj
OMary! we crown thee with blossoms today,

Queen of the Angels, Queen of the May,
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Humilitas
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Parish Life
New Parishioners-February/March

Santiago and Maria Macias
Andres and Xiomara Londoño
Miguel and Alma Martinez

Ricardo and Carolina De Loera
San and Kim Nguyen

Antelmo and Berenice Rosales
Isaiah Lockett
Mildred Lopez
Ruben Reyes
Suzanne Keefe
Jose Acosta

!!!!!!!!
6 My girlfriend just couldn’t accept my obsession
with horoscopes.
In the end it Taurus apart.

6 English puns make me feel numb.
But math puns make me feel number.

First, plant five rows of peas:
Preparedness, Promptness, Perseverance
Politeness and Prayer.

Next to them, plant three rows of squash:
Squash gossip, Squash criticism,
Squash indifference.

Then, five rows of lettuce:
Let us be faithful, let us be unselfish,
Let us be loyal, let us be truthful and
Let us love one another.

No garden is complete without turnips:
Turn up for Church, Turn up with a smile,
Turn up with a new idea,
Turn up with determination.

Author unknown

Gardening Suggestions
From the 1964 St. Charles church directory

Pentecost

1
3:15


